September 2017

COMING EVENTS
Senior Support Dinner
Thursday, Sept 7 @ 5 pm
Congregation Meeting
Sept 10 @ 10:30 am
Park Hill Street Fair
Sept 10 11 am to 4 pm
Potluck at Our Savior
with St. Paul
Sunday, Sept 17 @ 11:30 am
(9th and Emerson)
Church Council
Tuesday, Sept 19 @ 6 pm
Worship at Messiah
Mountain
Sunday, Sept 24 @ 9:30 am
Happy Hour
Friday, Sept 22 @ 6 pm at
Jett (Colfax at Elm Street)

SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING ON
SEPTEMBER 10 AT 10:30 AM
The purpose of this meeting is to hold a vote on council’s
recommendation to transfer the ownership of Messiah Mountain
Retreat Center to a new non-profit under the umbrella of the Rocky
Mountain Synod. The full resolution and background information is in
this newsletter.

SEPTEMBER BRINGS BACK REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 6.
Bells at 5:45 and Choir at 7 pm
New singers and ringers are always welcome!
Sunday School begins on September 17
Book Group resumes on September 5
Season of Creation begins September 3
Adult Forum follows worship every Sunday except September 10

Look for more information about these and many other
things in this newsletter

Messiah Mountain Retreat Center Resolution to be presented for congregational vote on
September 10, 2017
BACKGROUND
The Messiah Mountain Retreat Center (MMRC) has been a valuable resource for the Messiah congregation and
many other users for many years.
In the congregation’s period of growth when many types of ministries were thriving, MMRC provided not only a
place for spiritual growth and fellowship but also provided many life-long memories of church life and faith in
action.
The membership and sustainability of Messiah has declined over the years and leadership investment in MMRC
changed. Even so, the MMRC leadership team has continued to serve its purpose and mission. Over the years, a
great deal of time and energy has been invested in exploring options for ownership/partnership including
congregational debate and votes to sell the property which failed but the challenges of making the best use of the
property remained.
In order to continue the legacy of spiritual growth that has always been a part of MMRC’s history there is an
opportunity for Messiah Mountain Retreat Center to become the third outdoor ministry site in the
Rocky Mountain Synod. This would involve Messiah Community Church launching the site to become its
own new unique ministry of the RMS, fulfilling the mission of MMRC under the guidance of an outside Board of
stakeholders with a vested interest in preserving the mission for a broader range of users under dedicated
management and leadership.
MMRC will once again become a leader in serving the needs of the people of the RMS and of the greater church.
It will always remain a place for youth, families and outside groups and it will provide an excellent opportunity to
build relationships in the ecumenical community.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that Messiah English Lutheran Church (aka Messiah Community Church) transfer the property known as
Messiah Mountain Retreat Center located in Indian Hills, Colorado to a non-profit organization under the
umbrella of the Rocky Mountain Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to become a third
outdoor ministry site of the Rocky Mountain Synod. The property will continue to be known by the name
“Messiah Mountain Retreat Center” and will be governed by an independent Board of Directors composed of two
members from the donor church (for as long as that is possible), two members each from the governing bodies of
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp and Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp, two members from the Rocky Mountain Synod
Council and one additional at-large member.
In making this gift, the members of the donor church request that Messiah members in good standing at the time
of the transfer of property be allowed to reserve space at MMRC on a priority basis whenever possible at

Introducing . .

Sunday School Begins September 17
Plans have been made for the 2017-18 Sunday School
season. We will begin on September 17. Children ages
4 and above are welcome! Parents are asked to bring
their child/children downstairs before worship begins.
At the beginning of the year we will focus on Creation,
coinciding with our worship services through the
month of September. Christmas Pageant preparation
begins in November and after our Christmas break the
focus turns to compassion and the teachings of Jesus.
The curriculum is easy to teach and involves very little
preparation. If you would like to get to know our kids
teaching a short session (4 or 5 Sundays) is an excellent
way to do that. Please contact Adrienne Adams
(adrienne620@gmail.com) or Kristen Roy
(kristenkroy2@gmail.com) if you can help. It takes a
village!
The weekly Study Group begins
the new season on Tuesday,
September 5 at 10 am. Join us
in the Library!

Adult Forums in September
The Season of Creation with its feature of a different
element of creation each week also brings back Adult
Forum on topics related to each week’s theme.
September 3 Theme: Earth
Adult Forum: Creation from a Geologist’s Point of View
Led by Duane Larson in the Library
September 10 Theme: Humanity
No Adult Forum due to congregation meeting
September 17 Theme: Sky
Adult Forum presented by Denise Larson
September 24 Theme: Mountain
Worship will take place at Messiah Mountain
Adult Forum on the protection of wolves

The Urban Cooperative Center (UCC)
The staff of UCC will move their office to MCC
around September 15.
Who We Are: The UCC is a project of the Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union Educational and
Charitable Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit which
has provided outreach, education, training, and
technical assistance to more than 100 cooperatives
across Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming. Our
parent organization, the Rocky Mountain Farmers
Union, is a 100-year-old grassroots, progressive
membership organization that was formed to meet
the needs of small, family farmers and rural
communities in the tri-state region.
What We Do: The Urban Cooperative Center
(UCC) at the Rocky Mountain Farmer’s Union
(RMFU) builds worker-owned cooperatives in
Metro Denver to create family-sustaining jobs and
increase economic mobility in low-income
communities through locally rooted, cooperative
business ownership. Our mission is to build a
more just, thriving, healthy and inclusive economy
through cooperative enterprise.
UCC will occupy two former classrooms in the
NW corner of the lower level. Greet Amy Beres
and Veronica Dufner when you stop by and
help them feel welcome at MCC.
WE WELCOME BACK OUR REGULAR
BUILDING PARTNERS
Parents Day Out
Suzuki School of Denver
Infinite Praise Ministries
Cocaine Anonymous
Compassionate Friends

MESSIAH’S WOMEN OF HOPE—THEN AND NOW
Did you know that Messiah women formed the very first Women of Hope group in December, 2011?
The Rev. Leslie Penrose, Executive Director of JustHope in Tulsa, OK, had a plan to connect 10 US
women and 10 Nicaraguan women. These women were to focus only on getting to know one
another across borders, and on getting one young woman through college. This was to be done by
sharing letters, pictures and ideas at monthly meetings... and continually holding one another in
prayer.
Did you know that in 2012 Messiah women provided the funds needed for a young
Nicaraguan woman to go to University for a year? ($1,000 covered tuition, supplies, a small
stipend for transportation or housing, and staff support for her and the group)
Women are so very underprivileged in Nicaragua that it is twice as hard for women to make it through school as it is for
men; and far fewer women are able to garner the resources to pay for schooling.
Do you know that the partnerships that were formed many years ago have continued to grow stronger each
year? And, we hope you know that Messiah’s Women of Hope appreciates the prayerful and financial
support many of you have given!
Some updates on JustHope’s Women of Hope: Rev. Leslie is retiring as Executive Director. Her new title is
“Founder”; Glenin, our current University student, has had serious medical problems. She is is hoping to graduate in 2018
with an industrial engineering degree; Elba is still coordinating meetings with the women in Chacraseca; Our partners have
chosen two more young women to help attend University…Let’s do it!!
During the month of September we will be asking for your continued prayers and financial support. We
will have a Nicaraguan pottery bowl to accept donations. Checks should be made payable to “JustHope”
and “Messiah League of Hope” should be noted in the memo.

A big shout out of thanks to these folks:

Dear Messiah Families,

Sharon Lipsey for polishing and repairing the
handbells . . . .

On Behalf of Lutheran Family Services, thank you
for generously donating to this year’s Backpack
Drive! The gift of education is one of the greatest
and you have helped us provide this gift to the youth
in our foster care and refugee programs. Thank you
for the love and compassion you have shown to the
children in our community.

Bruce Guernsey, Dick Chuvarsky, Scott Anderson
Craig Fischbach, Jim and Deborah Bonham for
readying space for our new building users . . .
Diana Wahlstrom, Sandy Fischbach, Barb and Glen
Johnson, Leah and Suzanne for cleaning and
sorting through closets and old files. . . .

Katie Scherr
Church Relations E Development Asst.

NOTE DATE AND
TIME CHANGE
Sept 17 at 11:30 am
The final three church pot-luck will be September 17
beginning at 11:30 on the patio at Our Savior’s located
at 9th and Emerson in Capitol Hill.
Ham, utensils, condiments, and food from local
restaurants will be served. Please bring a cold dish
and dessert, or whatever you can, ready to eat.
Not only are we going to eat and get to know each
other, but we will also assemble emergency bags to
donate to shelters or homeless people in the Capitol
Hill area. We are appealing for small donations of
packaged ready-to-eat foods, small flashlights and
batteries, single packets of tuna, peanut butter or
cheese crackers, single-serve cups of cereal, fruit,
gelatin, dried fruits, soups in cups, tissues, other
supplies, and perhaps bus tokens or small grocery
cards.
We are better together...come help us meet our
neighbors by sharing a meal together and helping
those less fortunate.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT
MESSIAH MOUNTAIN ON SEPTEMBER 24
AT 9:30 AM
The theme for the final week of the Season
of Creation is “Mountain” so instead of just
talking about the mountains, we’ll worship
there! If the weather allows, we’ll be
outside. A potluck will follow. Were your
outdoor gear and bring a dish to share.

Oktoberfest is back! Saturday, October 7 from 3 to
6 pm. PDO will have fun for the kids and a bake
sale. The usual good food will be available. Help is
needed to coordinate. Leah has notes from past
years. Call today to help.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMING OCTOBER 29
Joint worship of Reformation and Reconciliation
with St. Paul’s Lutheran and Roman Catholic Community at 10:30 am.
Service will feature a joint choir and Bishop Gonia will be the preacher.
Reformation Hymn Fest at St. Paul’s Lutheran and Roman Catholic
Community at 4:00 pm
Reformation Hymn Festival at Augustana Lutheran Church at 4:00 pm

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF – LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
The situation:
Please stand by our neighbors as we begin the long road to recovering from Hurricane Harvey, one of the most catastrophic
storms to hit the country in more than a decade.
Our response:
Lutheran Disaster Response’s affiliate is actively present, collaborating with community leaders and officials to initiate the
proper responses, particularly the long-term recovery efforts. Together, we have a strong history of working with disasters in the
Gulf Coast area. Recovery efforts are expected to take years, and Lutheran Disaster Response will be there to accompany those
affected through every phase of this disaster.
We invite you to stand by our neighbors on the Gulf Coast during this time. Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to
provide help and hope for those left homeless or otherwise affected by this disaster for years to come.
Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response, designated for "Hurricane Response – United States" will be used entirely (100
percent) for this disaster until the response is complete. Together, we can help provide immediate and long-lasting support.
Give today to support the needs in this response and others like it.
What you can do:
Pray
Please pray for the people who have been affected and are in the path of Hurricane Harvey. May God’s healing presence give them
peace and hope in their time of need.
Give
Gifts to “US Hurricane Relief” will be used to assist those affected by the hurricane until the response is complete. Checks can be
mailed to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gift Processing Center, PO Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.
Note that your check is for “Hurricane Response US” or Lutheran Disaster Response US on the memo line. You can give online
through the ELCA website: elca.org. Go to the Lutheran Disaster Response page.
Worship Assistants for September
September 3
Asst Min
Lector
Laity Prayer
Greeter
Communion
Altar Guild

Frances Sitone
Karen Schimke
NA
Irene Brock
Sharon Lipsey
Katie Anderson & Sue Schroeder

September 10
Asst Min
Teresa Stenwell
Lector
Carolyn Smith
Laity Prayer
Sue Bomar
Greeter
Diana Walstrom
Communion
Frances Sitone
Altar Guild
Leah Peden

September 17
Asst Min
Lector
Laity Prayer
Greeter
Communion
Altar Guild

Barbara Ritchen
Marcia Chuvarsky
NA
Inga Weiland
Tammy Heid
TBD

September 24
Asst Min
Sue Edwards
Lector
Adrienne Adams
Laity Prayer
Bill Dillon
Greeter
Karen Schimke
Communion
Carolyn Smith
Altar Guild
TBD

September Birthdays
2
2
5
8
12
12
20
20

Tammy Heid
Verny Pabst
Morgan Cain
Jessica Troy
Sue Bomar
Jessica McClain
Ryan Adams
Katie Anderson

22
22
23
23
24
26
30

Joseph Smith
Monnie Walter
Linda Barry
Winnie Jergensen
Maria Cook
Brooke Beardsley
Denise Larson

MESSIAH COMMUNITY CHURCH
1750 Colorado Boulevard
Denver, CO 80220

Recipient Name
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City, ST ZIP Code

